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1 . (original) A waste management system comprising providing householders with 
waste collection units and a collection vehicle to collect waste from householders 
characterised in that said waste collection units have predetermined collection 
containers for predetermined categories of waste whereby the householder performs a 
preliminary sorting of his waste into said predetermined categories, said household 
collection vehicle has collection containers for at least the waste categories sorted by 
the householder, providing a way-station at which categorised waste from the 
collection vehicle can be temporarily stored, providing a way-station collection 
vehicle having the facility to transport said categorised waste from a plurality of way- 
stations, and providing a recycling depot at which categorised waste from said way- 
station collection vehicle can be distributed for recycling or disposal. 

2. (original) A waste management system as claimed in claim 1 characterised in 
that the household collection vehicle has storage compartments for more categories of 
waste than the household collection unit, and the household collection vehicle 
operator performs a secondary sorting of the material first categorised by the 
householder. 

3. (currently amended) A waste management system as claimed in claim 1 e? 
claim 2 characterised in that the ratio of the sizes of the containers of the household 
collection unit corresponds to the ratio of the volumes of the different categories of 
waste which are expected in the overall waste of a household. 

4. (currently amended) A waste management system as claimed in claim 2 or 
claim 3 characterised in that the ratio of the sizes of the various collection 
compartments contain e rs of the household collection vehicle is in accordance with 
unit corr e sponds to th e ratio of the volumes of the individual different categories of 
waste sorted by the combined effort of the householder and the collection vehicle 
operator which ar e e xp e cted in th e ov e rall wast e of a hous e hold . 

5. (currently amended) A waste management system as claimed in any on e of 
the pr e ceding claims claim 2 characterised in that the ratio of the sizes of the various 
collection compartments of the hous e hold coll e ction vehicle is provided with 
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compaction m e ans for r e ducing th e volume of low density wast e it e ms such as cans or 
plastic bottl e s in accordance with the volumes of the individual categories of waste 
sorted by the combined effort of the householder and the collection vehicle operator . 

6. (currently amended) A waste management system as claimed in any of the 
pr e c e ding claims claim 1 characterised in that the r e cycling depot incorporat e s an 
ana e robic dig e st e r or a closed in v e ss e l composting syst e m for r e cycling putr e scibl e 
and organic wast e mat e rials household collection vehicle is provided with compaction 
means for reducing the volume of low density waste items such as cans or plastics 
bottles . 

7. (currently amended) A waste management system as claimed in any one of 
th e pr e c e ding claims claim 1 characterised in that the recycling depot incorporates 
m e ans for r e cycling coll e ct e d mat e rial oth e r than an anaerobic digester or a closed in- 
vessel composting system for recycling putrescible and organic waste materials. 

8. (currently amended) A waste management system as claimed in claim 1 7 
wh e r e in said m e ans includ e s any on e or mor e of, a glass r e cycling plant producing 
r e usabl e glass product from the coll e ct e d glass wast e , a paper mill producing r e usabl e 
pap e r product from the coll e ct e d pap e r wast e , and a plastics r e cycling plant producing 
reusabl e plastics product from coll e ct e d plastics wast e characterised in that the 
recycling depot incorporates means for recycling collected materials other than 
putrescible and organic waste materials . 

9. (currently amended) A waste management system as claimed in any on e of 
th e prec e ding claims charact e ris e d in that th e way station is a cov e r e d e nclosur e claim 
8 wherein said means includes any one or more of a glass recycling plant producing 
reusable glass product from the collected glass waste, a paper mill producing reusable 
paper product from the collected paper waste, and, a plastics recycling plant 
producing reusable plastics product from collected plastics waste . 

10. (currently amended) A waste management system as claimed in claim 1 
characterised in that the way-station can accommodate th e hous e hold collection 
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1 1 . (currently amended) A waste management system as claimed in any one of 
th e pr e c e ding claims claim 1 characterised in that said way-station has a pow e r supply 
for charging batteri e s of the can accommodate the household collection vehicle for 
secure overnight storage . 

1 2 . (currently amended) A hous e hold waste collection unit characteris e d by 
comprising a fram e supporting a plurality of mov e able wast e box e s for designated 
categories of waste, said box e s b e ing d e tachabl e from the fram e and having a ratio of 
siz e s on e to another which corr e sponds to th e ratio of volum e s of said predetermined 
categori e s of wast e within the ov e rall wast e g e n e rat e d by th e household management 
system as claimed in claim 1 characterised in that said way-station has a power supply 
for charging batteries of the household collection vehicle . 

13. (currently amended) A household waste collection unit as claim e d in claim 

12 charact e ris e d in that e ach of said boxes is e quipp e d with a d e tachable lid 
characterised by comprising a frame supporting a plurality of moveable waste boxes 
for designated categories of waste, said boxes being detachable from the frame and 
having a ratio of sizes one to another which corresponds to the ratio of volumes of 
said predetermined categories of waste within the overall waste generated by the 
household . 

14. (currently amended) A household waste collection unit as claimed in claim 
112 or claim 13 characterised in that th e r e ar e fiv e box e s, consisting of two large 
box e s of e qual volum e , a m e dium sized box of lower volume, and two smaller sized 
box e s of e qual smaller volum e of th e m e dium siz e d box each of said boxes is 
equipped with a detachable lid . 

15. (currently amended) A household waste collection unit as claimed in claim 

13 44 characterised in that th e two small e r sized boxes are contained within th e two 
larg e sized box e s r e sp e ctiv e ly there are five boxes, consisting of two large boxes of 
equal volume, a medium sized box of lower volume, and two smaller sized boxes of 
equal smaller volume than the volume of the medium sized box . 
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16. (currently amended) A household waste collection unit as claimed in claim 

14 or claim 1 5 characterised in that one or both small oizod box e s is e quipp e d with 
clip m e ans for holding a biod e gradabl e lin e r in an op e n condition in the box there are 
five boxes, consisting of two large boxes of equal volume, a medium sized box of 
lower volume, and two smaller sized boxes of equal smaller volume than the volume 
of the medium sized box . 

17. (currently amended) A household waste collection vehicle (HCV) 
characteris e d by incorporating a plurality of containers at least equal in number to tho 
number of separat e cat e gori e s of waste to b e coll e ct e d from a hous e hold unit as 
claimed in claim 15 characterised in that the two smaller sized boxes are contained 
within the two large sized boxes respectively . 

1 8. (currently amended) A household waste collection v e hicl e as claim e d in 
claim 17 charact e ris e d in that said contain e rs of said HCV ar e d e mountabl e from th e 
HCV as a unit as claimed in claim 16 characterised in that the two smaller sized boxes 
are contained within the two large sized boxes respectively . 

19. (currently amended) A household waste collection v e hicl e as claim e d in 
claim 17 or claim 18 charact e ris e d in that said HCV includ e s a compaction 
arrang e m e nt wh e r e by low density wast e it e ms such as cans and plastic bottl e s can b e 
compact e d b e for e storag e in coll e ction contain e rs of the HCV unit as claimed in claim 

15 characterised in that one or both small sized boxes is equipped with clip means for 
holding a biodegradable liner in an open condition in the box . 

20. (currently amended) A compactor for plastics mat e rials comprising a 
chamber for r e c e iving plastics mat e rials, ram m e ans for r e ducing th e volum e of said 
chamber to compact mat e rials th e r e in, and charact e ris e d by h e at e r m e ans for heating 
plastics materials to a soft e ning t e mp e ratur e prior to op e ration of said ram m e ans A 
household collection vehicle (HCV) characterised by incorporating a plurality of 
containers at least equal in number to the number of separate categories of waste to be 
collected from a household. 



5 



Application No.: Not Yet Assigned Docket No.: LA-7683-101.US 

2 1 . (currently amended) A compactor as claim e d in claim 20 charact e ris e d that 
said soft e ning temp e ratur e is chos e n in r e lation to th e probable typ e s of plastics 
material in the waste to be proc e ss e d, such that the mat e rials can b e compact e d but ar e 
not m e lt e d and so r e main s e parabl e as individual it e ms aft e r compacting A household 
collection vehicle as claimed in claim 20 characterised in that said containers of said 
HCV are demountable from the HCV as a unit . 

22. (currently amended) A compactor for m e tal cans comprising a chamber for 
rec e iving cans, ram m e ans for r e ducing th e volum e of said chamber to compact cans 
th e r e in, and charact e ris e d by said ram m e ans r e ducing th e chamb e r volume to about 
on e fifth of its r e st volum e wh e n compacting A household collection vehicle as 
claimed in claim 20 characterised in that that said HCV includes a compaction 
arrangement whereby low density waste items such as cans and plastic bottles can be 
compacted before storage in collection containers of the HCV . 

23. (currently amended) A wast e manag e m e nt syst e m as claim e d in any on e of 
claims 1 to 1 1 utilising a coll e ction unit as claim e d in any on e of claims 12 5o 16 and 
a hous e hold coll e ction v e hicl e as claimed in any on e of claims 17 to 19 A household 
collection vehicle as claimed in claim 21 characterised in that said HCV includes a 
compaction arrangement whereby low density waste items such as cans and plastic 
bottles can be compacted before storage in collection containers of the HCV . 

24. (new) A compactor for plastics materials comprising a chamber for receiving plastics 
materials, ram means for reducing the volume of said chamber to compact materials 
therein, and characterised by heater means for heating plastics materials to a softening 
temperature prior to operation of said ram means. 

25. (new) A compactor as claimed in claim 24 characterised in that said softening 
temperature is chosen in relation to the probable types of plastics material in the waste 
to be processed, such that the materials can be compacted but are not melted and so 
remain separable as individual items after compacting. 



26. 



(new) A compactor for metal cans comprising a chamber for receiving cans, ram 
means for reducing the volume of said chamber to compact cans therein, and 
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